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Oconee County, Georgia  DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS  
 
 
Population  
 
 Oconee County has experienced 

steady population growth over 
the past four decades.  
 

 The 1970ôs had a population 
growth in Oconee Co. of 51%, the 
highest percentage of the four 
decades. 
 

 The decade with the largest 
increase of persons was the 
1990ôs, with an increase of 7,817 
persons. 
 

 Growth within the 2000ôs has 
slowed to a level approximately 
equal to regional and state 
growth.  

 
Source:  BEA REIS 2007 Table CA30 

 
 
 

Current Unemployment Rate  
 

  The regional unemployment rate 
for June 2010 was 9.3 percent, up 
slightly  from the prior mont hôs 
8.9 percent. 

 

 The national unemployment rate 
for June was 9.6 percent; Georgia 
was 10.3 percent using non-
seasonally adjusted figures. 
 

 The Athens Metropolitan 
Statistical Area (MSA) had the 
second lowest rate in the state 
(7.9 percent), slightly above the 
previous monthôs rate.  The MSA 
consists of Clarke, Madison, 
Oconee & Oglethorpe counties. 
 

 One hundred and seven Georgia 
counties have double-digit 
unemployment rates, up from 95 
in April a nd May.  Ten counties 
have rates at or below 8%.   
 

 Oconee County (6.7%) shares the 
lowest unemployment rate in GA 
with Long County . 
 

Source:  Georgia Department  of Labor  



Oconee County, Georgia                I NCOME  
 
 
Household Income Distribution  
 
 Household income 

in Oconee Co. has 
increased quite 
significantly sin ce 
1989. 
 

 In 1989, 70% of 
households in 
Oconee Co. earned 
less than $50,000 
per year. 
 

 In 1999, only 45% 
of households in 
Oconee Co. earned 
less than $50,000 
per year. 
 

 The percentage of 
households in 
Oconee Co. 
earning over 
$75,000 per year 
tripled over t he 
decade of the 
1990s. 
 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau 

 

 
 
Median Household Income  
 
 Median household income 

within the region is below that 
of the state of Georgia. 
 

 Median household income in 
Oconee Co. exceeds the income 
levels within the region and the 
state. 
 

 The median household income 
in Oconee Co. was estimated to 
be $69,835 in 200 9. 
 

 Barrow and Walton counties 
also had median household 
incomes exceeding the stateôs 
median. 
 

Source:  Decision Data (2009) 

 



 

Oconee County, Georgia  I NCOME  
 
 
Average House hold Income  

 
 Average household income in 

Oconee Co. was the highest in the 
region at $83,869. 
 

 Oconee Countyôs average 
household income exceeded the 
median household income by 
approximately $ 14,000 in 200 9. 
 

 Greene Co. ($73,583) also 
exceeded the state average for 
household income.  This is due, in 
part, to the presence of Reynoldsô 
Plantation and Lake Oconee. 
 

Source:  Decision Data (200 9) 

 
 
 
 
 
Per Capita Income  
 
 Per capita income in Oconee Co. 

is $32,025 in 200 9. 
 

 Oconee Countyôs per capita 
income was the highest in the 
region for this  period, with 
Greene County having the 
second-highest level at $31,846. 
 

 Clarke, Morgan & Walton  
counties each had per capita 
incomes close to the state 
average. 
 

Source:  Decision Data (200 9) 

 

 
 
 



 

Oconee County, Georgia  DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS  
 
 
Age & Gender Distribution  
 

Population by Age and Gender 

    Total 
Number 

Under 20 Years 
40-54 (Baby 

Boom in 2000) 
65 years and 

over Median 
Age     Number Share Number Share Number Share 

Total Population                 

  2000 26,225 8,577 33% 6,520 25% 2,238 9% 35.2 

  1990 17,618 5,515 31% 3,518 20% 1,624 9% 32.6 

  10 Yr. Change 8,607 3,062 1% 3,002 5% 614 -1% 2.6 

  10 Yr. % Change 49% 56% 
 

85%   38%   8% 

2000 Gender Breakout                 

  Male 12,924 4,458 34% 3,181 258% 910 7% 33.9 

  Female 13,301 4,119 31% 3,339 25% 1,328 10% 36.1 

  Male/Female Split  49% / 51% 52% / 48% 49% / 51% 41% / 59%   

 
 

 
 Significant population  

increases occurred 
within the 35 to 59 year 
age ranges, as well as 
for children under the 
age of 20 years. 
 

 As Oconee Co. values a 
quality educational 
system, these statistics 
indicate a significant 
number of families 
with school-aged 
children relocating to 
Oconee County during 
the decade of the 
1990s. 
 

 While still growing, the 
demographics between 
ages 20 to 34 years and 
those aged 65 and older 
are becoming a smaller 
percentage of the 
Oconee Co. population 
due to more rapid 
growth in other 
categories. 
 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau 

 
 
 

 



 
 

Oconee County, Georgia  DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS  
 

 
 Each age range within Oconee 

Co. experienced an increase in 
population between 1990 and 
2000.  
 

 The significant increase in the 
number of persons in the 40-54 
year age range by the year 2000 
indicates a demographic shift 
caused primarily by the baby 
boom generation (typically 
categorized in the 40-60 year-
old age brackets for the year 
2000).   
 

 The parallel increases between 
the families 5 to 19 year-old 
demographic with the 40 to 54 
year-old bracket indicates that 
significant growth occurred 
within the 1990s with numerous 
families  moving into Oconee Co. 
 

 Males and females within the 40 
to 64 year age brackets 
increased by virtually the 
identical amounts over the 
decade. 
 

 The number of female youth 
between the ages of 5 and 19 
increased more than their male 
counterparts by approxim ately 
100 individuals during the 
1990s. 
 

 Adults over the age of 60 
increased proportionally 
between males and females. 

 
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Oconee County, Georgia  L ABOR  
 

 
Firms by Size  
 
 Businesses in Oconee Co. 

with fewer than 10 
employees traditionally 
have made up 
approximately 80 percent 
of the total number of 
establishments within the 
county. 
 

 Firms employing 10 to 19 
employees consistently 
comprise approximately 
10 percent of the overall 
number of business 
establishments in the 
county. 
 

 Firms with fewer than 5 
employees make up 
roughly  65 percent of the 
countyôs employers. 
 

Source:  Census County Business Patterns  
 

 
Labor Force  
 

 The regional labor 
force has increased 
each year, as well as 
in each individual 
county, over the   
previous five years. 
 

 Barrow, Clarke and 
Walton counties 
each make up a 
large portion of the 
regional labor force 
due to their  larger 
population  bases.   
 

 All counties in the 
region except Green 
and Oglethorpe 
have a labor force 
that is growing at 
roughly  the same 
rate. 
 

Source:  Georgia Department of Labor, Yearly Average Labor Force Estimates  
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Industry Sector Employment  

 
Source:  Georgia Department of Labor, Area Labor Profile  

 

 Retail trade in Oconee Co. continues to grow as a 
percentage of the overall employment. 
 

 Oconee Co. has a higher percentage of construction 
jobs and white-collar jobs than the region as a whole.  

 Oconee Co. has fewer manufacturing jobs than the 
region as a whole due primarily to the fact that 
Athens-Clarke and Jackson counties have 
significantly higher industrial bases.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source:  Georgia Department of Labor, Area Labor Profile                              Source:  Georgia Department of Labor, Area Labor Profile  

 

 Oconee County outpaces the region in regards to the 
percentage of service jobs within the community. 

 

 The high percentage of government jobs in the region 
is due, primarily, to The University of Georgia. 


