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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE HOLDS ANNUAL MEETING

Local Business Leaders Recognized for Contributions to Community

Oconee County, GA The Oconee County Chamber of Commerce held its/8fhual Meeting at The Oconee
County Civic Center on January 29, 2009. Inspirational works were delivered by Ms. Dara Barwick, Assistant Di-
rector of Regional Project Managers with the Georgia Department of Economic Development. Also at the Annual

Meeting, several Oconee County leaders were recognized for significant contributions to the community.

Outgoing Chamber Chairman Mike Lewis recapped the successes 0

and passed the gavel to incoming Chairman Kenneth Mann. Ma
North Georgia Bank, began his term as Chairman by highlighting the|
mism that he has for the community and the Chamber of Commerce
year 2010. Mann highlighted efforts by Chamber leadership to enha
business community in Oconee County, as well as to grow the Chj

both in terms of benefit to member businesses, as well the number of]

bers. . .
Kenneth Mann (I) and Mike Lewis

Il The Larry Risse AgfrBuisness of the Year award was presented to Mr.
Brent Marable of Select Trees. Select Trees has a goal to create a legacy of
sustainable trees that will have significant positive effects on the environ-
ment. The company is a higjuality grower of root pruned field grown
large shade and ornamental trees for g markets according to their
website. Select Trees has committed to donating $1 million dollars of trees

to the University of Georgia over the next 10 years. Additionally, the com-

pany has provided numerous trees to various government arprafin

Brent Marable (I) and J.R. Whitfield . .
rent Marable () an Y entities throughout Oconee County and northeast Georgia.

Mr. Jonathan King of Greater Georgia Printers received the Chaml
Commerce Volunteer of the Year Award. King, who has previously s¢
as Chair of the Member Services committee has been particularly in
nizing and coordinating one of
throughout the year, the annual golf tournament. King, a native of thg
has given countless hours to other committees and Chamber of Co

efforts throughout the years and his efforts are greatly appreciated.

Jonathan King (I) and J.R. Whitfield




The Sharon Johnson Award is annually presented to an individual whd gives
unsel fishly to their community. This yearods rpcipi
ville Mayor Jim Luken. As a native of Cincinnati with a background of pub-
lic service in the military, Luken became involved in local politics soon gfter
settling in Watkinsville. As Mayor, he successfully led the city to a stfong
financial position, promoted business within the community, and enhanced
the city through a tw@hase streetscape project to name a few. In 20009.
Luken opted not to seek-stection for Mayor.

Jim Luken (I) and J.R. Whitfield

The James McClain Leadership Award is annually given to one member of
the Adult Leadership class and is voted on by fellow class members. The
requirements for this award are fairly simpledemonstrate outstanding
leadership skills that are recognized by peers within the Leadership Oconee
class. Recipients are announced at the Leadership Oconee graduation cere-
mony in May of each year and formally announced at the Annual Meeting.

This yearb6s recipient was Denise E\

Denise Everson (I) and J.R. Whitfield Agent with the Oconee Co. Cooperative Extension Service.

The Oconee County Chamber of Commerce is a busoresged membership organization whose mission is to
foster and enhance the quality of life and pride in our community through existing and new alliances to support eco-
nomic growth throughout Oconee County and surrounding areas. The Oconee Chamber has a diverse and activ

membership and is committed to helping local businesses grow and become successful.
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